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N affuie of great Importance. is no 33 
undertaken by any one, than all Perſons 

and Parties, according as they are more or 
leſs concerned in the Event, become, in propor- 
tion, ſollicitous to Enquire, what hopes he may 
have of Succeſs; ſome, becauſe they affect his 
Cauſe, others, becauſe they hate it and fear him; 


and not a few, ho are little influenced by the j uſtice = 


of any cauſe, would however be glad to 4 
Strength of his, that they might the better Jug 
on which ſide to ſeek for their own . Lafery or. A — 
vancement. | 
I There are, no doubt on i, many ſons, "wha 
know much better than the writer of this Pamphlet, 
what reaſons that young Man, who is now making 
War in North Britain on one of the moſt powerful 


Monarchs in Europe, may have to expect Succeſs; ä 


hut there is a far greater Number equally concerned, 
yet totally ignorant of thoſe reaſons, who by means 
of that Ignorance may be tampered with on this 
occaſion by deſigning Perſons, and in the End un- 
done. For their Information, and with an honeſt 
View to their real Welfare, the Hopes of this bold 
Adventurer, are as fairly and fully ſet Forth in the 
following Paper, as can be 8 from one, 
Who is not of his Privy Counci 
Ix the firſt Place, as his Majeſty King George 
is engaged in a War with France and Spain, his 


es on the Coctigen, wo Do; inconſiderable ob- 
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1 141 
ſtruction to the Ambitious views of the Houſe of 
Bourbon, while his Arms at Sea, are daily cutting 
off from it the Sinews of War, and ruining its 
Trade: To rid itſelf of theſe obſtructions, no 
method ſo promiſing preſents itſelf, as to ſet us to- 
gether by the Ears, and find us Work at home, | 
and for this Purpoſe, no Inſtrument is judged fo } 
roper as that Pretender to the Crown of theſe 
ingdoms, whom France and Spain have ſo long 
deſpiſed and renounced in recognizing his preſent 
Majeſty's, and his Father*s Title to the aforeſaid 
Crown, not to mention that of Queen Anne, King 
William and Mary. The King of France 
thus rezſons with himſelf, If I can, by means of 
the Chevalier de St. George, raiſe a civil War in 
in Great Britain, altho* that War ſhould End in 
his Ruin, yet in the mean Time it will oblige. ny 
Enemy to withdraw his Forces from Flanders and 
Jeave me the remainder of that Country an eaſy 
Conqueſt in the Spring; it will alſo force him to 
recall his Fleets to defend his own Coaſts, and 
once again open the Seas to my Merchants, that is, 
to my Factors; and if for this purpoſe I employ 
the Chevalier's Son, 1 as he is deſcended from 
4 Poliſh Family by the Mother's ſide, the attempt 
in his Favour may be made uſe of with the Diet 
of Poland, to ' hinder that Nation from eſpouſing 
the Auſtrian Intereſt next Campaign. But in Caſe 
the Chevalier ſhould by my Aſſiſtance ſucceed and 
mount the Throne 0 Great Britain, I ſhall then 
have what Terms from him I pleaſe, his Proteſtant 
Subjects will render his Poſſeſſion fo inſecure, 
that without my Support he will never be able to 
maintain it, he muſt therefore not only reimborſe 
me all my Expences, and Pay me for all my Ser- 
vices in the moſt ample Manner, but he muſt give 
me all the Advantages in Trade 1 ſhall aſk, my 
Wines muſt paſs into all the Britiſh Iſles free from 
Duty, th ir Wool muſt be ſuffered to fall into the 
Hands of my Manufacturers at my own Price, and 
m an unlimited Abundance, They mult not pre- 


tend 


tend to Rival my Subjects in the Fiſhing Trade or 
that of the Eaſt Indies, or the Levant. ' Cape Breton 
muſt return to me Gratis and of Courſe. As the Seeds 
of endleſs Feuds and Wars will by theſe means be 
ſown in the kindly Soil of Great Britain and Ireland, 
E can with little Trouble keep them up and Foment 


them, *rill thoſe Countries being ruined by theirown 


Animoſities and my Practices, ſhall like an Horſe 
broken and tamed by my Rider the Chevalier, 'take 
me on their backs, and inſtead of defeating all our 
Schemes, as they have for many Ages done, ſhall 


Trample down the Liberties of Europe beneath me: 8 


It is true I have long treated the Chevalier with 
Neglect, but the Proſpect of a Crown,” which he 
can never hope for but by my Aſſiſtance, will make 
him a ready Tool to my Deſignss. 


Tux Queen of Spain, who wants à Kingdom for 


another Son, and finds that the Exgliſb Fleet ren- 
ders her Deſigns on Taly very precarious, is ready 
to lend any Aſſiſtance in her Power to an Attempt, 
that muſt embroil theſe Kingdoms, that muſt either 
recall our Fleet from the Mediterranean, or hinder 


it's being properly ſupplied and reinforced, that 


muſt alſo make it infinitely more eaſy to bring 
home the Treaſures of the Weſft-Tndies, without 
which France and ſhe are undone, and unable to buy 
the Aſſiſtance orNeurralityof needyPrinces,of corrupt 
Miniſters, of States devoted to no other God, but 
Money, and to make War on their Neighbours 
with due Force and Perſeverence. Beſides the Che- 


valier is a good Catholick, our King and we are 


deteſtable Hereticks, and therefore all the Aſſiſtance 
1 ſpare is at the Service of the former. 


ar Pretender Knows all this full well, and gabe 


is weary of being only a titular King, he is willing 
to become a Viceroy of the Houſe of Bourbon, ra- 
ther than be any longer Burthenſome to his Holy- 


neſs, and fupport a Mock-Majeſty at Rome upon 
Contributions, in ſome hopes however of at length' - 


being able to ſhake off by ſome means or other the 
Yokeof France, than which nothing can be more airy 


ner 
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nor vain, becauſe the diſturbances of nun Britain, 


ſhould they continue for any Time, will give France 
an opportunity, and ſhe will not fail to lay hold of 


| = to put it out of the power of all her Neighbours 


to give the leaſt check to her Deſigns. 
7 arſthope therefore is founded on the Aſſiſtance 
of Frence Spain, which may prove as Fallacious 
as thoſe of the late Emperor, to whom the Friend- 
ſhip of the Houſe of Bourbon was worle than open 
— and in the Sequel became fata. 
His next in the Pope; that holy Father of the 


85 Church is deeply concerned to ſee three a. 


Rent from the only Church, in which there is 
Chance for Salvation, and Exerting their ſt 


not only in defence of their own Hereſies, but alſo 


in Oppoſition to all his Ghoſtly endeavours for the 


3 * e of other Nations, as much bewilder'd' in 


Errors, and Alienated from God and him, as them- 


ſelves. He ſees (and we may preſume it is with 
ſome ſmall Regret) the vaſt Tracts of Land in theſe 


Kingdoms, formerly enjoy d by Monks, and Nuns, 


and Romiſh Biſhops, together with the ample Re- 


venues, that before the Reformation, flowed from 
hence into the Exchequer of Rome, and were em: 


_ ploy'd in moſt Pious uſes, now applyed to the Sup- 


port of Hereſy, or at leaſt enjoy'd by Hereticks. 
To recover this Wealth to himſelf, as well as the 


Souls of thoſe that now wickedly Riot i in it, to the 


Church, may poſſibly be an object of his Holyneſs' 8 
wiſhes. The Pretender hath ſpent time enough at 
Rome to inform himſelf, whether the Pope hath any 
hankerings after Money or not, and whether he 
would be willing to make him his Farmer here, in 
hopes by that means to put Things on the old happy 
Footing. 

As to the Aſfiſtance the Pope may lend bim! in 
order to his Aſcending the Throne of theſe Nations, 
although at firſt fight it may ſeem. but ſmall, yet 
the Pretender cannot but think it more powerful 
than even that of France and Spain; for in the firſt: _ 
1 as ke is a ſound . he cannot hut 


know 5 


BY” 
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(74 
know that the Pope, being God's Vicegerent, hath 
the only Right to diſpoſe of all Earthly Kingdoms, 
which he hath often inſiſted on, and being infallible 
could not be miſtaken ; beſides he knows that the 
Pope is himſelf, and in a more peculiar manner, King 
of England, ever ſince King Fohn of Pious Memory 
reſign'd the Crown to him ; on theſe two Accounts 
neither the Pretender, nor any Body elſe, could 
lawfully take any Steps towards ſuch an Acquiſition, 


without the Pope's permiſſion and Deputation; and 


as the Pretender can derive ng Right to the Crown 
of theſe Kingdoms, but from the Pope, ſo neither 
is it poſſible for him to ſucceed in his deſign, but 
by the Exerciſe of the Pope's Spiritual Wea- 


pons and power in their full Plenitude : His Holy- 
neſs hath Weapons for all Purpoſes : But what are. 
| moſt wanted on ſuch occaſions as this, are Diſpen- 


fations and Prayers. 


As to Diſpenſations, they are moſt abſolutely 


neceſſary, for as the Pretender cannot hope to ſuc- 
ceed, without repeated and ſolemn Declarations, 
without even Oaths and Vows to preſerve and pro- 
tect the Proteſtant Religion, together with the Con- 
ſtitution and Laws of theſe Kingdoms, and whereas 
if he were always to Act in Conformity to'theſe 
Vows, he would as little promote the Intereſts of 
the Pope, as King George himſelf, it is abſolutely 
neceſſary, that while he carries his own Declarations 
min one Pocket, he ſhould alſo carry the Pope's Dif- 


penſation in the other: The Pretender and his Sons 


are Men of great Religion and Devotion; it is 
therefore not to be expected of them, that they 
ſhould meerly to get theſe three Kingdoms, which 
they Attempt not with any view to their own In- 
tereſt, but purely out of Love to the Church and us, 
be * under the ugly neceſſity of making and over 
an 


over again repeating the moſt ſolemn Vows, 


every one of which at the Time of making them, 
they intend to break in every ſingle Article, with- 
out his Holyneſs's ample Di nſation from the 
Suilt gf ſuch deliberate and wilful Perjury. Theſe 


£ 


* 
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Diſpenſations 


Without arming us againſt each other, and wading 
through an Ocean of Blood, without 1 


. 


Diſpenſations would be alſo neceſſary to take away | 
the guilt of Treachery in other more particular in- 


ſtances, and in all thoje Acts of Murder, Maſſacre 
and Cruelty which the Proſecution of ſuch an Affair 


might require, they would be neceſſary too, to ſet 


the Hands of others at Liberty, as well as thoſe of 


the Pretender and his Sons; and therefore we may 


take it for ganted the young Chevalier did not part 
from Rome, till he was arm'd with Weapons enough 


of this ſort to cut the ties of Nature, and diſpence 
with all the Laws of God and Man. 4 
As to Prayer, the other Spiritual Weapon in the 

Hands of the Pope, and the only true Church, the 


Pretender we may be ſure depends more on that 


than even on his Diſpenſations E the latter can only 


procure him the Services of Pious and ſcrupulous 


Mien, whereas the former is neceſſary to obtain the 


Bleſſing and Aſſiſtance of divine Providence, to 
which chat Church alone hath acceſs. Indeed it 
will require all her boaſted Intereſt with Heaven to 
be heard in favour of fuchaCaule, and ſuchaScheme as 


the preſent diſturber of our Peace ſets out upon: 


And noBody but he who can diſpenſe withall the Ties 
of Conſcience, who can turn Wrong into Right, 
and the moſt Atrocious Crimes, of Perjury, Trea- 


chery, Rebellion, Bloodſhed, Maſſacre, &c. into 


Services meriting even in the fight of God, is: fit to 

pray for the Succeſs of à Scheme that can never 

praſper without the Aſſiſtance of all n 
K 


eee wich, hor ar. 
thorized for that very purpoſe : As the Pretender | 


cannot poſlibly carry his Deſign into full Execution, 
— being guilty himſelf of, Perjury, and Trea- 
chery of the blackeſt Nature, without prevailing 


on the leading Men of theſe Kingdoms, the Com- 
manders of Fleets and Armies, the Officers of the 


Crown, &c. to betray the Truſt repoſed in them, 
by a Country extremely bountiful to them, and to 
trample on their Honour, Promiſes, and Vows, 


Millions 


[9] 
Millions of Innocent and harmleſs People, in the 
general Deſolation of three Kingdoms, as, I ſay, he 
can never hope to arrive at the Throne without this 
and a great deal more of the like nature, it cannot 
but ſeem ſtrange to a Chriſtian, that ſuch a Scheme 
of means in order to ſuch an End, ſhould be dic-* 
tated and bleſſed by the univerſal Father of the 
Church: It is a Myſtery which Tranſcends our 
Comprehenſion, and is ſufficient to try the utmoſt 
Reſignation of a Papiſt, that the Pope, and all the 
Romiſnh Clergy, ſhould be now on their Knees, 
earneſtly ſolliciting the Infinitely good and Gracious , 
God to bleſs and proſper ſuch a Scheme; that they 
ſhould be praying to Chriſt 5e with his own. 
Mouth commands all his Followers to bleſs and 
Curſe not) to Curſe their Fellow Chriſtians; to 
Chrift who bids us pray for theſe who perſecute us, 
to Intercede for a Scheme of Perſecution ; to Chriſt 
who by one of his Apoſtles affures us, that "the 
wrath of Man wotketh not the Righteouſneſs of 
God, to reclaim the Proteſtants by the Sword, by 
Fire and Faggot; to Chriſt, who by another, con- 
demns the doing of Evil, that good may come of it, 
to EY auſe of what they, call the true Re- 
ligion, erjury, Treachery, Murder, Gx. Praying, 
in Sb to a God of infinite Truth, to LY 
| proſper Falſhood and Treachety of thegrofſelt Na- 
ture; to a God of infinite Juſtice, to "bleſs the 
: darkeſt Iniquity and the moſt outragious Violence; 
to a God of Infinite goodneſs and Mercy to bleſs a 
Scene of Bloodſhed and Cruelty, Which Neigh- 
bours, Relations, Brothers are to act on one another. 
Happy is that Church and great its Privileges, that 
hath a Right to ſollicite God for ſuch Favours, ank 
to expect they ſhould be granted ! and wretched is 
the Caſe of poor Proteſtants, who are excluded 
from the Privilege of praying, or hoping for things 
in themſelves Neaſonable and juſt. oO 
To conſult with the Devil about a Scheme, and 
in concert with him, to pitch upon one of the moſt 
foul and Infernal that Author of Evil can invent? 
| | B | . 1 ani 
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their Liberties, enſured them by the ſame <q 


[70 } 
and then gavely to apply to God to ſecond and 

roſper that Scheme, is a Species of Piety, which the 
Pork and the Church of Rome have claimed and 


| encloſed to themſelves, and I hope no Proteſtant 


Church will every think of breaking in upon that 
Pale, or making ſo free with Almighty Gd. 
| Svcn are the Aſſiſtances from abroad, on which 


the Invader of our Peace relies: He is not without 


Hopes of mighty aids from within ourſelves : As 
to thoſe the Highlanders have lent him, they are 
nat to be numbered among his Hopes ; they have 


already, to the eternal ſhame of two Regiments of 


Dragoons, gained him a Victory; it is however 
to be ſuppoſed, he expected to be joined by all the 
nhabitants of the Scotiſh Mountains ; but they are 
not all Mad, ſome of them have behaved with un- 
common Bravery, and Fidelity to the Government; 
and it is to be hoped that moſt of thoſe, who for 
his ſake have ungratefully forfeited their Allegiance 
to a moſt indulgent King, will for their own ſakes 
ſoon prove as untrue to their new Maſter. 
His next hopes are in the Papiſts of Great Britain 


and Ireland, eſpecially. the latter. It is natural to 
all Men to advance the Religion they have moſt at 


heart, and for that end to deſire a King of their own 
xriuaſion. To attempt this by ſuch Means as the 
aw of God, and a well informed Conſcience will 
allow, is what no rational Man can blame them for, 
becauſe it is what he himſelf in the like circum- 


ſtances would or ought to do ; but for ſuch as have. _ 


already the free exerciſe of their Religion, and are 
ſecure of it as long as they carry, as become good 
Subjects; for ſuchas have their Lives, their Properties, 


Laws with their Proteſtant Neighbours, for ſuch as, 
have all theſe Bleſſings maintained to them in the 
moſt ample Manner, after having ſo often with the 
blackeſt Treachery and Cruelty, * endeavoured to 
ruin the Conſtitution, and cut the Throats of their 
indulgent Protectors, for ſuch Men, ſo generouſly: 
weated, ſo merciſully indulged, to betake Dee. 
| 4 | | elves 


fx Ha * 

ſelves again 0 Nip rilings and bloody Maſſacres, 
which are all the Aſſiſtances they can at preſent lend 
the Pretender, is to act with the fouleſt ingratitude. 
and the moſt deteſtable Treachery, is, in ſhort to 
act againſt all the Ties of Nature, and all the Laws 
of God. Great as the Influence of their Clergy 
may have been in darker Ages over the Conſcices 
of that People, I can hardly think they will be able 
at this Time of Day to bring them into ſuch horrid 
Meaſures. A thinking Roman Catholick cannot but 
be ſenſible, that the loweſt Privileges enjoyed in a 
freeCountry, are infinitely Preferable to the higheſt, 
under an abſolute Government. He who hath the 
leaſt ſhare of Liberty and among thoſe who are free, 
is more his own Maſter, than the moſt dignified 
Slave. The Papiſts of Ireland, as they ſhare in the 
gentle Diſcouragements the Iſland in general lies 
under, have fewer Priviliges than thoſe of Great 
Britain: And yet even they have more Liberty, 
more means of Enriching and making themſelves 
happy, and of entailing that Happineſs on their 
Poſterity, than the Subjects of France and Spain, 
-where the poorer People, tho? Catholicks, are un- 
der the Melancholly impoſſibility of ever riſing above 
Canvas Cloaths, Wooden Shoes, and black Bread 
and the richer Poſſeſs the Fruits of their Induſtry 
only at the Diſcretion of that arbitrary Power, 
under which they Groan; where thoſ who are in 
beſt Circumſtances only manage their Fortunes for 
the King, and theſe who have nothing but a Life, 
will never be able to call it their own, till cheir 
Kings and Queens have as much of the World as 
they and their Families can deſire. Can the 
in the Service of the Houſe of Bourbon, forget the 
Ex ition to Oran, and the Siege of Philip ub, 
at the latter of which Places they ſerved rather as 
Faſcines than Soldiers, and ſuffered ſuch Hardſhips 
as forced them to fly from their French Friends 
whom they had ſerves at the Ex r of Health, 
and the Peril of their Lives, to the Exgliſbß, whoſe 
8 A had violated by 3 into Foreign 
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[12] 
Service, and whoſe Relations they had Maſſacre 
in 1641 ? So much ſafer is it to offend the Govern- 
ment of England than to ſerve that of France, Have 


the Iriſb at home forgot that France ſo latel y treated 


their Countrymen in this Manner, when ſhe ſtood 
in the utmoſt need of their Services? and do they 
expect better Uſage from her, ſhould ſne come to 
Lord it over them by her Deputy the Chevalier? 


Are they inſenſible of the treatment their poor 


Scholars get at Douay and St. Omers, where they 
are fed with ſcraps of bad Food, and worſe Learn- 
ing, where they are never encouraged to hope for the 
leaſt Preferment, and from whence they are re- im- 
ported with no other Qualifications, than ſuch as are 
neceſſary to keep a poor unhappy People in Igno- 
rance, that they may be the perpetual Tools of 
France and Rome, as long as the Avarice of the 
one, and the Ambition of the other, ſhall have 
occaſion for them. If thoſe-who ate Tutored up 
"0; deceive them, were content to impoſe on their 
Vnderſtandings a ſet of ſubtile Errors, political 
and religious, it would be no wonder if they ſhould 

not be able to ſee thro* them; but hen nothing 


1645 will ſerve their turn, than perfuading them to 


prefer Slavery to Liberty, to believe that Bread is 
Fleſh, and Wine Blood, and that a God of Truth 
and Mercy will beſtow Heaven on them for betray- 
ing and murdering their Benefactors; is it not aſto- 


niſhing chat ſo groſs an Impoſition can be paſſed 
upon them, eſpecially as they live among Neigh- 


bours more Enlighten'd, and may here haye leave 


to read the Word of God ? But it ſeems to be the 


3 {evereſt Part of the Curſe inflicted on them for the 


1.2 1 


moſt unheard of Barbarities and 117 ag that 


they are given up to be deluded by the ſame Spirit 


of Infatuation, that produced thoſe — Effects in 


former Times The higheſt and moſt powerful Subject 
in France hath nothing he can call his own, let his 
Loyalty be what it will : The loweſt and pooreſt 


Subject in theſe Nations is at the defiance of the | | 


Kings as "me as he n himſelf to the . 8 
| ec - 


. 


T3J | 
The Subjects of France can have liberty of Conſci: 
ence, altho* ſtipulated for by . the moſt ſolenin 
Treaties, only at the Peril of their Lives: The 
Papiſts here may outwardly Profeſa, and pablickly 
Avow that Religion, which ſo often ſhook the 
Throne, and ſheathed the Swords and Knives of its 
Profeſſors in the Bowels of their Benefactors: An 
France, Spain, &c. every Body is forced to be f 
one Religion, here thoſe may chooſe a Religion 
agreeable to their Conſciences, who think ät any 
Privilege to rn choice? in "Matters of the higheſt 
e aver 1d 25 j ors Unit gods 
Inox Ame Catholics af Ireland willrightly 
Underſtand the above Expreſſions, by which the 
Author is far from intending to Reflect on them, 
conſidered meerly as a People. I know no Nation 
under the Sun more naturally id umane and averſe to 
Blood, and, when left to themſelves, more ; 
ful and faithful than the native BViſo: What then 
muſt we think of their Religion; which we fe@#ds 
Capable of Transforming them ĩnto the moſ᷑ du 
ragious Savages, into the moſt treacherous 


bloody Affaſſins? Nay, what muſt their mm gelte 


natured Hearts teach them to think of it, Were 
they allowed to chink at all? Divines may attack 
the Church of Nome with athouſand eholaflick and 


technical Arguments about Tranſubſtantiatiom, 


about Supererogation, about the worſhip of Sin? 
and Images, about Praying in an unknown Tongue, 4 
 &e. but theſe ſurely are needleſs, ſince it is im 
ſible that Religion ſhould / come from God 
Inſpires Rebellion on Principles, which Par: it las a 
Duty on the Conſcience to break Faith, commit 
Murder, or do any thing that God and Nature ab- 5 
hors, or the Devil can tempt us to. What need 
further Arguments? is it poſſible a rational Crea- 
ture ſhould ſwallow ſuch enormous jumps of ' Error 
and Wickedneſs for true Religion No, but the 
devotees of that Church are. firſt taught to renounce 
EW om and er 7 * and then in that 
8 Kan Condition 
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| Condition even fch Impoſion a theſe ure norco 


a ee 


8 is this difference between the Spirit 6f 


—— — the Reformation, that where Papiſts 
Power, they Perſecute and Deſtroy, with - 
out the ſmalleſt Provocation, all ſuch as are forced 


by their Conſciences to Diſſent from them. Where- 


as, in Countries, where Proteſtants have — 1 wi 

Hand, they tolerate, nay protect the Papiſts 

the moſt 8 Provocations, and knowing the 
us 

they ſtill avow, treat them as if they t them 


ſſit to be truſted. Let him, who hath but the ſmal- 
leſt ſhare of Senſe and Reaſon; judge which of tlie 


tro follows the Example of Chriſt, who would not 


call down Fire from Heaven to conſume thoſe who 


_xfuſed-to receive him, who died healing and pray- 


. 25 | Ing for his Perſccutors. But whatavails it to _ 


whe Example of Chrift, or to urge his Prece 
Were Chriſt now to 
+ beideem'd a Chriſtianz he would be treated as ah 
eretick, he would find a new Sanhedrim in the 
— he would be Excommunicated from his 
an True and Catholic Church, and that not by a 


ot. He would 


but by a Form called Fire and F 
Church, but 


in ſhort be not only ſhut out of 


Chariot of Eiiab; and all this for ſpeaking 


* 
"againſt the Spirit, and acting againſt the — 
againſt the Power and Credit of of thei Roman Ca- 


8 tholicks, that is, the particular univerſal Church. 


-»SmovLD our Papiſts riſe in favour of the Pretender, 
let them remember that as the Proteſtants are great 


in their Mercy and Forbearance, ſo are they great 
alſo in their Courage, and love of Liberty, bor the 


conſider that the preſent Proteſtants are the Off- 
ſpring of thoſe Men whom their Fathers, armed, 


enured to War, and ſupported by greater Heads 
and higher Powers, never faced in 1641 nor 1688, 


; on to their Shame and Ruin; let them 518 


the World, and ſent again to his Father 


of their Principles, which | 


appear at Rome, -he:woult not 


een Form, not by a meer Bull or Anathema, 


— 


: "Td. 
thatazin ſuchaCaſe their Adverſarics are to ſell their 


All, they will infallibly ſell it at the higheſt Prices 


and let them, alſo conſider with Terror, that ſhould 
a noble Spirit, exert. to the utmoſt for a 
Cauſe, make them once more victorious, how is it 
to be ſuppoſed they will treat a People, whom they 

have ſo often found Perfidious and Bloody? What 


Terms are a conquered whoſe re- 


ligious Prinei _ it is to keep no Terms nor Meas 
ſures with others? If this Paper ſhould be read by 
any of that deluded and unhappy People, let them 
ſeriouſly weigh what hath been ſaid above, and talco 
this timely Caution from à Real and moſt affecti- 
onate Friend, whoſe Heart tremble and. _—_ _ 
them on this critical Oecaſion 
Lr them not think their Cauſe of ric 
Tuſt on a national Account, and becauſe 
Prior right to chis Land we live in, and be 
Means vainly induced to hope for the Aſſiſtante of 
Almighty God; for it was God, whafor wiſæ Ends 
mixes the Nations of che Warld, ſometimes by 


Commerce, and ſometimes by Conqueſt, that ſent 


the Engliſh into Ireland, as he did the Norman into 


England, and the Romans into Gaus to civilize a — 5 


barbarous Nation, to quath their continua itt 
Wars, to introduce Arts, Sciences, and ning. 
and thereby prepare the Way for ſound Religion and 
good Laws; beſides, upon their own 


le, 
they themſelves muſt quit the — — 


were neither the Aborigenes, nor firſt Seizets f 


the Land: But there is no Country now known to 


us poſſeſſed: by the Race of its firſt Inhabitants. God 


| * ſends — Sword to chaſtiſe Barbariſm, and 
Vice, and to introducę the Pen ; inſomuch tliat it 


was happy for many Nations, chat they were con- - 
quered or forced to make room for others. Had 


not the JViſb been perſuaded: by Foreign Prieſta ani 
Politicians, who Practise on them for their own 
Ends, to ſhut their Eyes againſt the "Light that 


ſhines ſo clearly and diffuſively over their Country, 


— * . Tears my 
0 8 
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more 
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the reſt of ens I Teþtovembnt; they had been 
long ſince Qualified for, and ee to the moſt 
honourable: Places their Country hath to beſtow ; 
nay, had they even retained the whole of Popery, | 
_ excepting ſuch Principles as tend to Treaſon and 
Rebellion, they had ſtill been the Makers of their 
om Laws, they had ſtill been at Liberty to admi- 
niſter them to ſelves. It is not the Reformati- 
on, nor the Conſtitution, nor the Laws in being, 


Gt enclude them from places of Truſt and Ho- 
nourz it is their on falſe Principles, that gave birth 
to the excluſive Laws, and ſtill eontinue to rivet 


them to the Earth in Ignorance and Obſcurity. 
Ir he who might have ſhone in Parliament or the 
Government, is now condemned to wield a Spade 


or wait on Sheep, let him thank his good Friends 
in ah and France for it, let him thank the unto- 
— of his Religion for it, nay, let him 


tank it for his Excluſion from infinitely higher 
Promotion in the Kingdom of that God, who is 
Truth and Love itfelf, and of ' thoſe benevolent 
Beings who abhor the Traytor and the Murderer, 
whoſe:Robes far from being dyed in the Blood of 
their Fellow Creatures, have en whitened | in the 
Blood of the Lamb. 

Tux preſent 

they deteſt — and Cruelty of their Anceſt- 


ots, and would rather repreſent the Spirit that 


them to it, as a national than an eccleſi- 
aſtical Spirit: But we know the good Nature of the 
Triſb, and the recorded Cruelty of Popery too well, 


to be miſtaken in this, altho? the Spirit of Popery 
bath not for a Century paſt, ſnown in Bonefires 


made of Proteſtants Bodies, it was only for want 
of Power and 
cannot Change her Principles, nor muſt her Sons 


ever does, — it were to ſave the Throat of his 
| Proteſtant Father or Wife, becomès by his heretical 
tenderneſs a Proteſtant and an Heretitk Hunſelf, and 
as ſuch muſt expect to 6 the Vox 


cano i 
2 1 
* 

4 tn P a 


6 


iſts-of Ireland feruple gets to ay, 
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Opportunity. An unerring Church 
pretend to diſpute them or her Commands; who- 
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cano hath made but two ſmall ey tions, viz. wy 
 thorneand Salhburg, during the laſt hundred Years; 
yet may we ſtill ſec its Smoak, and ſmell its Brim- 
Kone, and concluding from thence it is by no Means 
extinquiſhed, expect from it another Flood of hob 
Kee Devaſtation. _ 

\'Tr the Papiſts of Ireland would be thought 0 
dave laid afide the black infernal Spirit, I have been 
JF of, why do they not croud to the Magi- 

tes and take Ne Oath of "Allegiance ? But me- 
thinks I hear them objecting, that ſuch a Conduct | 
would gain them no Credit with the Government, e 
inaſmuch as it will ſtill be ſuppoſed, they expect to 
be releaſed from that Oath 2 Pope's s Diſpenſa- 
tion. Unhappy People! w cannot be 
tied like — 4 Men. ſo neither can they Ne bigebed 
or truſted : All they have left is to be Quiet and 
Loyal, that their Conduct may vouch for them 
ha they cannot effectually utter, either by Oaths or 
Declarations, and by that Means n in time 1 
merit Indulgence. J 
Fux next Hope of che Chevalier is founded: on 
the Preſbyterians. He looks upon thoſe” of them 
in England and Ireland to be ſo chagrined at the 
Teſt: act, and their Brethren in Scotland ſo diſſatiſ- 
Fed on their Account, and becauſe of the'Union, 
us to give him a good Chance to be joined by tlie 
greater Number of them, and to obtain a Neutra- 

lity from the reſt, in _ he — found himfelf al- 

moſt wholly tniſtaken, ha ving as yet got nothing 

from the Church of Scotland, but its ſweepings, 
conſiſting of 'a diſſolute and deſperate Rabble, who 

-ovght never to be reckoned to any Church: As 

this Adherence to that Church could give no Cre- 

dit to it, ſo neither oughit their defection to Reflect 

on it: The Preſbyterians are firm Proteſtants, and 

loyal Subjects, and fond of Liberty. In all theſe 
different Reſpects, they are incapable of promoting 
any. Scheme recommended from Rome, abetted* by | 
France and Spain, and calculated to extirpate all 
vin "hy religious Liberty: They have their diſ- 
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| contents, the Merits of which I ſhall not here pre- 

tend to Diſcuſs; but they are only the diſcontents 
of Brothers, which will never . hinder them from 
arming againſt a common Enemy, and following the 


Example of their Fathers in the late Revolution, 
whoſe averſion to the Church of England was greater 
than that of their Sons, and yet they drew their 
Swords in her Defence and their own, with ſuch an 


Heart and good Will that they were felt to the 
0 — at every blow: Some hot- headed People 


among them, it is true, may perhaps ſpeak like 
Malecontents, but this is not to Characteriſe the 
whole Body, the Senſe of which we. are to take 
from their loyal and affectionate Addreſſes, and 
their importunate call for Arms to defend the Pro- 
teſtant Cauſe. The common Enemies of us and all 
that is dear to us, do all they can, to revive old 


Grudges and ſow the Seeds of new; but they will 


find that Proteſtants of all Denominations have too 
much Senſe to be caught with ſuch Chaff, and un- 
derſtand themſelves and their Adverſaries too well, 


to let the Enemies of the Reformation gloſs the 


Sentiments of the reformed Churches to one an- 
. other. It is not a Papiſt, nor a Rebel, that will be 


permitted to tell the Church of England, what her 


Siſter of Scotland think of her, nor to carry back 
the Anſwer. All our anhappy Diviſions have hi- 


therto taken their riſe from Artifices of this Nature, 
or dran their Poiſon from them: But God be 


thanked they are now ſeen thro; and become ſo 


tale, that hardly a Child is to be enſnared by them: 


The Diſſenters of England and Ireland are not to be 
told the difference between their Condition and that 
of their Brethren in France; they have Senſe enough 
to ſee a leſs glaring Diſparity... 2 Owe they be- 
+ hold the Hugonots flying, every, Day from * 6 Hl 


and Tyranny into theſe PPY py Countries of Liberty 
hard to perſuade them, 


and Reformation, it — 
to fly quite the contrary Way, to Popery and arbi- 
trary Power; from the Arms of a limited and Pro- 


: I Gone: As to wes ee. 
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cent, than which nothing among us is more to be 
lamented, there are thoſe who if our common Ene- 


my were once removed, . lay a Scheme before 


the Legiſlature, which m ay poſſibly _— all Par-' 
ties. This Hope of he retender is ſo il ground- 


ed, that it need not a further Refutation; it ought 


indeed to be treated only with Scorn and Silence. 


Tux next Hope of his which I ſhall take a hort 


Notice of, will, I truſt in God, prove as — => 


idle as the former : : He hopes to be afliſted b 7 Argon 
w 


of our Nobility and Gentry, and of thoſe 
fide over our Fleets and Armies. As to the Ft 


I need only fay, that Men who live in Eaſe and Opu- 


lence are not apt to wiſh for Changes, much leſs 
are they likely to be the active Promoters of Revo- 
lutions, in which their Fortunes are to be ſtaked at 
a very uncertain Game with thoſe who have none: 
However, there are Bubbles in this ſort of Game as 
well as that of Hazard; I will by no Means promiſe 
for all our Eſtated Gentlemen, that they will have 


Senſe enough to conſider the difference between a 


certain and a very precarious Fortune, which latter 

is, all they can hope for upon the Promiſes of the 

Pretender, in Caſe a Reyolution ſhould take Place. 
As to the Commanders and Officers of the Fleet 


and Army, they too have all they can deſire, and 


more a great deal than they could expect by 4 
Change, tho? it were of their own making. Should 


th 


with it in a ruined Country and under an arbitrary 


Power? is it to'be ſu Doſe they will liſten to Pro- 
miſes of Promotion from one, who comes out of 
the very Mint of Diſpenſations, or that they can 
hope to be truſted by a Perſon to whom they have 6 


betrayed their — bountiful Maſter ? 
As to both the Gentry and the Officers, they 


have long eaten the Bread of a delightful Country, 


and emoyed in it a Series of golden Days, is it t9 


be fappoſed they have no Gratitude, no love for * 


ſuch a Country, no deſire to continue in ſo happy 


# Condition? or 1 is it to be ſuppoſed they have na ; 


Cz Regung 


* 8 
= » 
£& * 
ys 
* 


take Money for Treaſon, what could they do i 


© nl $I 1 
* , nv © N ** p 
1 4 * - * oy 
* . * 


% 

to their Hongur, or the ſolemnity, of thei" 
Oaths ? ? The Pretender, in 2 aa any Aſſiſtance 
from them, makes them th ment aloud to 
tell them, they are the mw e of all Fools, 
and the moſt low and al of all Knaves. But 
I hope he will find in ever ſingle Man of them the 
great Soul and the heroic Spirit of Colonel Gardiner, 
Who like a good Man, and in that I F. ed 3 
Wiſe one, choſe to fall in the Cauſe of Go 2 | 
Country, rather than to protract a wretched ie, 
made infamous by the Character of a Coward and a 
Traitor, till ſome. Fever or worſe diſorder ſhould 
MES. End to it . * Agonies « of. A Month or 

ear. 

1 Boz if thro' the extreme decay. of Religion in 


all Sorts and Orders of Men, Honour alone, as it 


uſuall happens, ſhould prove. too ſlender a tie to 
keep the Conduct of loch Men within the bounds 
of Duty, it affords a melancholly Satisfaction t 
foreſee, that they themſelves _ reap ine hi 
Fruits of their own perhdy. - 
Asa, the Pretender reckons to his Party, - anc] | 
not without reaſon, | the bulk of thoſe who are diſ- 
ſatisfied with the preſent Adminiſtration. There 
ke in all Communities, tho! never ſo well governed, 
Numbers of People who are not ſo near the Head 
of Affairs as they could, wiſh, nor promoted ac- 
cording to their own. Opinion of der Abilities: 
who are well _ ugh Rr to fre aur 
lade enlarged and odd” pur Enemies 
humbled, are neve 2 not ſo 2 l Fare, to 
ſhare in the neceſſary Expences previous to the do- 
ing this, as in the Profits ariſing from it; 
fore not only grumble at all ſorts of Taxes, 
have a thouſand Objections t; 5 of — 
unds ariſing from thence; they would have a great 
dene; but they would have it done for Nothing. 
_ I resz. CEconomiſts, in the Reign of Queen 
* made a prodigious out- cry about the Expen- 
ces. of that glorious War ſhe carried on with France, 
we It. e s ſo far 05 their Repreſenta- 
, Pops 


tions, as to procure us a ſeparate Peace, which ſaved 
indeed the expences of another · Campaign, but left 
us to pay ourſelves about ſixty Millions, and an 
Ocean of Blood expended on that War, which: 
France muſt have paid us, had we gone on but ano: 
ther, Summer, and given us a much better Peace 
into the Bargain. ily % i | 
As all Men are Politicians, every one paſles his 
Cenſure on what is a doing by thoſe at the Helm; 
and without underſtanding in the leaſt, either the 
PHPoſture of our Domeſtick and foreign Affairs, or 
the Springs and motives of the publick Conduct, 
are ſeldom ſatisfied, unleſs things go to their own 
| Minds ; it is true continual. proſperity and ſucceſs. 
are all they deſire from their Governors : But they 
do not conſider; how much their own meddlingHy-/ 
mours, and clamours contribute to fruſtrate their 
Expectations, how often accidents, which there was 
no foreſeeing, and the contrary - purſuits of out 
Allies, whom on ſome occaſions there is no reducing 
either to our Intereſt or their own, make the — 
Meaſures, the very worſt that could have been em- 
ployed, theſe ſort of Political Maggot, are always 
engendred in the greateſt Numbers, where the Sun- 
ſhine of Freedom is warmeſt. No Country ever 
ſwarmed more with them than our own, in which 
there are erouds of hireling Writers, who Scribble 
in the pay of France, and feed them with Pamphlets: 


and Weekly Seraphs of diſaffection, which they 
purchaſe for more by the Year than they pay in 
Taxes, as Suicides buy Poyſon fram the A y. 
for their own uſe. They may bejuſtly compared 

to Men in a Fever, who aſcribe. that uneaſineſs- 
which ariſes from within themſelves, to the Bed or 
the poſture they are in, and therefore can never be 
a moment quiet, but are always turning from ſide 
to ſide, and always find themſelves leſs at eaſe in 
every new ſituation, if theſe Men, by the Aſſiſtance 
they are diſpaſed. to lend the Pretender, ſhould 
enable him to new Model our Affairs, they will 
find, chemſelves, to their unſpeakable diſappoint; - | 


aj 223 
ment, in the fame condition with thofe, who in the 
Days of Cromwell, being unable to endure the Go- 
vernment of 'a good King, plotted and fought till 
they had given themſelves a Tyrant: After whoſe 
Death, having an opportunity of trying their own 
fill in the Art oſ governing, they ſoon became 
more impatient of their own Tyranny, than they 
had been of his, and were forced to call home the 
Ning. 4 
As to the Noojutors, who facritice, all to N 
geience, altho* on Political conſiderations, they ma 
_ think» themſelves abliged to ſtand on the Pretender s/ 
ide, yet when they conſider chat this cannot be 
done, without helping to introduce Popery, if the 
have not totally deveſted themſelves of all regar 
for the Reform aten, they will hardly deſire to ſer 
fo rigid a Papiſt on the Throne; but if their con- 
ferences are only Political and o little regulated by 
Scripture: as not to obey the Powers that be, that 
are ordained of God, they will join the party of the 
Pretender, to Which however for our chmfort they 
will add but little weight or in? uence, for they are 
few, they are poor, they are but Parſons. 
Tie no ſmall Cauſe 2 Satisfaction to all, why” 
either our Country or our Religion, chat nq 
Man can be of the Pretender*s Party, without at 
the ſame time declaring againſt common Senſe or 
common Honeſty. It is to be the Sink of other 
diſappointed Pretenders to Places, which no one but 
themſelves ever thought them fit for, of Villains 
vrho could not get leave to rob the Nation under the 
ſelter of its Conſtitution, of Bankrupts who have 
no other Way to pay their Debts but by Nevolu- 
tions, of Thieves and Vagabonds, who hope under 
him to riſe from picking of Pockets to plundering 
of Houſes and Cities, of Felons ſpued out of their 
Country by Tranſportation, and returning like 
Evil Spirits to haunt the Houſe ou: of which they 
have been exerciſed by the Law, of Murderers who 
were forced to fly for Blood, which having laſted, 


their infernal Minds are a thirlt for more, of Deiſts, 


Succeſs 
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| 1 
and Atheiſts, and Rakehells, wlio having made a 
wild waſte of Conſcience, Character, and Fortune, 
fly to Popery to ſalve the firſt, and to Rebellion; 
to repair the other two, of the Tools in ſhort of 


P 


France; of Rome, of Tyranny and ſuperſtition who | 
have no views nor [Intereſts to puſh at, but ſuch a8 


they ſhare in with the Author oß all Evil. Such is 
the goodly Muſter about the Standard of the Pre- 
tender; from whom an honeſt Man would be aſham= 
ed to accept of even a Kingdom, if they had it to 
give: But I hope this Rebellion will prove only a 
purge to our Body Politick, and work out the 
Noxious, but latent humours, which the Law was 
not able to chrowiaffę]6 .’. THEY ork 


* 
. — 


Woulp to God I could ſay, that the next and 


laſt hope of the Pretender, which I ſhall take 
notice of, were as ill founded as thoſe T have already 
conſidered ! Altho' he hath no reaſon to hope for 
Succeſs from the Merits of either his Title or his 
Party, which ſummed up all together, amount to 
nothing, yet from our Demerits, from our Cor- 
ruption both in Principle and Practice, he hath but 
too great cauſe of hope. We have, it is true, a form 
of Godlineſs, a Reformation of Religion, eſtabliſſr- 


cd among us by Law; but (tremble when I utter 


it) that form and that Reformation are hardly to be 
found, but in Books and on Paper. Look into Men, 
and you will find it either, generally ſpeaking, con- 
temned or hated. It is a Lamp in a deſerted Path, 
vhere few or none care for — It is a Trea- 


fure of Coin no longer current, for the Image aud 


Superſcription it bears, is now eſteemed of little or 
no value, and the Metal is regarded as baſe or coun- 
terfeit. In the name of common Senſe, what do 


they mean who talk as if they feared the incroach- 


ments of Popery, and the Abolition of our Religion, 


altho' they are, or may be ſenſible they have no 


Religion to loſe, nor any inlet for another? I ſee 


much ſaid in general terms by the preſent occaſional 
Writers, about our Sins againſt God, and the ne- 
deeſſity of g ſpeedy Repentance: But no Man ven- 
Bern 5 * tures 
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tures to r to thoſe Sins, and to our 
—— ices, This is a deadly Symptom, and 


if we were ſo fore and tender in all parts, 
as not to bear a touch; nor to be able to ſtate the 


Caſe of our own diſorders, Murad rare to 
— their grue Cauſes, 


Taz Great-ones to whom Gon hath given a 8a. 
bach every Day, while he asks but one in ſeven for 
himſelf, have refuſed him that, and deſerted his 
Houſe and Table; ſo that unleſs it is to Quality 
for ſome Place of Profit, he ſeldom receives the 
Honour of a Viſit from them: But this is not all, 
their Converſation and their Lives in general, ſpeak 


3 utter Contempt for all Religion; theſe are fol- 


fowed by the low Ranks of Men; lo that Irreligion 


is now extending itſelf down to its own natural Sta- 


tion among the poor and ignorant: For a long time 

Se Apo Libentafes ax) Deiien, ſowed their 
Tares wich great caution and Art, as it were in the 
Night, and even choſe who ſaw their Art, being 
glad to be deceived, ſucked in with greed 


aaken ſufficient Root, they openly ventured to in- 


.culcate the Conſequences, and have publiſhed In- 
wveltives againſt Chriſt and Virtue, which have been 


honoured with many Edmons, and the Author's 


Pictures have found a Place in the Cloſers of the 


Great. 
couragement and Promotion: I believe it would be 


a ſtrange thing when any conſiderable Place is filled 


in —— — my, or the Church itſelf, to 
hear it aſked by the Promoters, whether this or that 


Candidate be a ſound Chriſtian or not: This is not 


enquired after as a neceſſary Qualification even in a 


Dixine; by which Means many have got into hi 


Places in the Church, who have. made no ot 


zuſe of their Situation, but to te looſe Prin- 


iciples, and lay by great Fortunes for their Families: 


A meer Market have been made of Holy Orders, 
ee Enoluments to „ enn be 


ineſs their 
Aelicious Poiſon: At length their Principles having 


Sormzary koch ulld had its fall Aare of En- 8 
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made à Stepſtone : Our Creed Articles and Ru- 
brick have been openly attacked by thoſe who ſub- 
ſcribed them and ſolemnly engaged at the Altar of 
Gop to Defend them; while others, who diſap- 
proved of this Conduct, have prudently winked at 
it, and like dumb Dogs ſtood ſilently looking on: 
The Loxpthat bought us, is 1 denied by great 
Numbers, who yet are impudent enough to call 
themſelves Chriſtians; while CuRIis T's Honour is 
idolatrouſly given by the Papiſts to Saints and An- 
els, and thoſe who are no Gods; it is profanely 
— to HIAsEIT by Arrians and Socinians | 


While all this is a doing, there are no Convocations 


to check the growth of Iufidelity; nor do theſe 
Nations render Gop one public Teſtimony, by any 
ſingle act of the Care for the Purity of His Reli- 
gion. Our Conduct is ſuch, as if we gave up the 
whole Chriſtian Cauſe at once, If the Intereſt of 
Trade, or the Management of the Revenue were 
thus wholly neglected by the Public, what would 
become of the Nation ? And is the Religion af the 
Country no National Concern? No Country under 
Heaven ever thought ſo but our own; or if any did, 
ſoon paid a dear Price for its Neglect. 


— 


I nave here in a few Words, touched on the 
Cauſe of thoſe enormous impieties and 
vices that reign over theſe degenerate Countries, and 

inſult the Majeſty of Heaven: We have with- 

in theſe few Years ſeen one Company of Gentlemen 
mterrupting Divine Service on Sunday, and in the 
open Church with a game of Cards, and another 
3 — mock bee 4 
it to twelve Dogs, with a triumphant Impunity! 

Many Blaſ — here and in England, 5 

are not fatisfied with Toaſting the glorious Memory 

of Oliver Gromwell, but proceed to drink the De- 

vil's Health, have ſounded the heideous prelude 

to Atheiſm, to ſomething worſe than Atheiſm. 
- Theſe things are ſnamefully overl-ooked as, Matters 
of little import; but I muſt take the Liberty to ſay, 
chat thoſe who have . to reſtain ſuch Fat 
1 wx . | or 
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for che preſent, and prevent them for che Future; 


but neglect to do it, are as much the Enemies of 


God, as thoſe who openly. bid defiance to him; and 


do but Blaſpheme him with the impious Tongues 
of other Men: Perhaps ſince Men have given up 
the honour of God, the Time is drawing on, when 
he will Judge it proper to aſſert it himſelf, and 1 
his own Avenger. 

 Comers, ſome Philoſophers hold, are ant to re- 
meg nere the ſprings of Nature, and rekindle the 


decreaſing Heat of Planets, by certain præter natu- 


ral Effuſions : Who Knows but the wiſe God, whoſe 
ways are" paſt finding out, obſerving the genuine 
warmth of Religion almoſt extinguiſhed among 
us, and Chriſtian Zeal frozen to an Ificle, is ſend- 
ing the Comet of Popery to viſit theſe Kirdoms, 
in order either to give new Life and fire to the 
Zeal of Preteſtants, or to conſume a People, who 
cannot be warmed Ty a were or more genial de- 
gree R 

Bap Principles never fail to e ſuitable Drac- 
tices. © Thorns do not produce Grapes, nor Figs 
Thiſtles, but bad Principles, aſſiſted by the moſt 


ſocking Examples in thoſe who lead the World, 


have given an aſſured Countenance and full range to 
all ſorts of Vices in their moſt enormous Exceſſes. 


The Price of an Oath is as well known as that of 
any other Commodity: Juſtice is every where moſt 


grievouſiy Perverted- The Publick is on many 


imtereſting Occaſions ſold and betrayed. No Man 


knows whom to truſt; and no wonder, for every 
one being conſcious of the infidelity of his own 
Heart, ſuſpects _ of his Negtibouts to be as 
falſe and Faithleſs. 

Turk are but a for! left who — the ſad 
and dangerous condition, to which we are reduced; 
and thoſe few are deſpiſed as Euthuſiaſts, or hated 
as pretended reformers: Their Lives and Conver- 


ſations are a ſtanding rebuke to the abomiable Age 


they live in, and therefore there is a general cry againſt 


hem : It might be faid of this or the gtber age that 
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it was wicked: But the peculiar Characteriſtick 
of our Age is, that it is wicked upon Principle, that 
is avowedly wickec. 2 jd 
Many others there are, who becauſe Liberty and 
Property are interwoven with the Chriſtian, Religion 
in our Eſtabliſhment, ſhew in - Converſation. ſome. 
ſeeming regard, and cold concern for that Religion; 
But it is too evident they wiſh it Proſperity, only for 
its Brethren and Companions. ſake, becauſe they 
do nothing for it; nay they ſacrifice it onall occaſions. 
to what is falſely dignified with the name of Pru- 
dence, and to wordly Intereſt ; they kiſs it and fell. 
it, as the firſt of their Claſs did its bleſſed Author. 
They. call out foc Repentance, but lend not a finger 
to that neceſſary work themſelves, tho! if they look. 
| inward, they cannot but ſee, how mainly their own 
Conduct hath ſwelled the Sins of the Nation. 
Arx ſuch a Church and Nation as this, thns tot- 
tering with its own unſoundneſs, thus Self-ſubyerted 


or inviting a ſubverter, the Pretender, is now puſn - 


ing with a Power, that would be deſpicable if op- 

oſed to a Body leſs infirm: But as it is a miſera- 
ble ſituation to be at Sea in a rotten Veſſel, while 
moſt of the Sailors are drunk and the Winds a little 
too boiſterous, ſo he hath ſome reaſon to be afraid, 
whoſe All depends on the Fate of a Country, made 
up of People ſo ſlenderly tied to that Country and 
to one another; for I muſt inſiſt on it, that no tye 
but the tye of Conſcience can afford ſufficient Secu- 
rity in Times of ſuch temptation to treachery, and 
of ſo great and general danger as the preſent. Re- 
ligion is the great Band of Society, and when that 
hath loſt its hold of moſt People, particularly of 
thoſe whoſe Fidelity is of the greateſt Importance 


to their Country, the honeſty of the religious few 


is not ſufficient to Cement the reſt; and therefore 
there is hardly any other Community left than that 


2 of living near one another, which nothing but Ne- 


ceſſity could make any Man prefer to abſolute Soli- 
tude. If we conſult the Nature of Things, we 
Mall find that Civil ens and ruin myſt follow, 
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as the unavoidable Conſequence of a 5 
ture from the Principles of Honeſty and Integrity, 
which are no other than thoſe of Religion, for no 
Man is honeſt but he who is religious. And if we 
conſult ourſelves, whether we have generally fallen 
away from theſe Principles or not, I am much 
afraid we ſhall find ourſelves too far gone, to have 
more than a very precarious dependance on one an- 
other. We are a wealthy, we are a numerous, 
and have hitherto been eſteemed a brave People; 
what will our Wealth and Numbers now avail us, 
if we are capable of being turned into Traitors and 
Enemies to one another? Our own weight will only 
ſerve to throw us down, and daſh us to pieces in 
— mme 2 
Ir we have little Reaſon to truſt in ourſelves, I 
am afraid we have as liitle to hope for an extraordi- 
nary interpoſition of Providence in our Favour. 
How many and how ſignal have been the Deliver- 
ances wrought for us by the immediate and viſible 
Arm of Gop, when nothing but that Arm, could 
have ſaved us! Not to recur to the providential diſ- 
appointments of our Enemies Schemes in former 
Times, which are now forgotten, or only remem- 
bered as abſolute Bleſſings, I ſhall juſt take notice 
of one, which, altho' it happened as it were but the 
other Day, is howeyer already cancelled by its own 
antiquity : All Things were ready about this Time 
ſt Year at Dunkirk for' a dangerous Invaſion on 
land, Which would haye thrown theſe three 
Kingdoms into Convulſions. Our Fleets were not 
| prepared to guard us againſt the Blow, we had no 
Force at home ſufficient to repel it, and the French 
Fleet put to Sea; but before they could make the 
ſhort paſſage intended, a moſt outragious Storm 
fell upon them from the Weſt, blew them back 
upon their own Shores, and thoſe of Flanders, and 
for thar Time defeated their Deſign. Was it the 
boaſted Bower of Englpnd that Parried this danger- 
ous Thruſt? No, we aſcribed it to Chance and the 
Winds, und ſo went og in gur wickedneſs; Where: 


as nothing could be more manifeſt, than that it 
was a new and gracious act of Divine goodneſs, 
ſcattering our Enemies, and wooing usto Gratitude 
and Repentance, . ' r NG 18 
How can we tell now after ſo long a conteſt be- 
tween groſs and ſhameful Ingratitude on our Part, 
and Mercy on the Part of Gop, in which it is hard 
to ſay whether His Love or our unworthyneſs was 
was moſt amazing, how can we tell whether his 
Compaſſion for us is not at an End? If we are to 
draw our Conjectures either from the preſent diſpo- 
fition of our own Minds towards Gop, which are 
far enough from affording any Hopes of an hearty 
return to him, or from the unexpected and ſignal 
Defeat of our Army in the firſt Engagement with 
the preſent Invader, we have little reaſon to con- 
clude that Gep is any longer on our Side: We are 
not, it ſeems, to be overcome by goodneſs : What 
then is to be expected? We mult feel the Rod, 
for he who governs the World will never fuffer us 
to continue as we are. Such a Permiſſion would be 
as inconſiſtent with his Mercy, as it is with his 
Wiſdom and Juſtice ; for we ſhould only increaſe 
in impiety and wickedneſs, and entail both on a 
wretched Poſterity. LOR OT EP 
Ox this Conſideration the Pretender founds, or 
ought to found his chief Hopes, that tho* his 
Cauſe ſhould not be approved of by Gon, and 
much leſs the Means made uſe of to. rt it, yet 
as the meaſure of our Sins ſeems to be filled up, 
he hopes Gop will deſert us, and give us over into 
his Hands. : = yi, 
How then are we to render this Hope of his vain 
and our own Fears needleſs? There is but one 
Way, to repent and return to Gop with all our 
Hearts, and with all our Strength, -to renounce our 
infidelity and coldneſs towards our infinite Benefac · 
tor, to put away from before his All-ſeeing Eyes, 
the manifold and monſtrous Provocations, which 
our bad Principles have tempted us to inſult him 
va, "Roy Vion Wy AE 
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and deep Humility before him, and in the anguiſh 
of Souls more concerned for their Sins than their 
| Dangers, to cry mightily to him for Pity 
and Pardon; for who can tell, if Gop will turn 


temporal 


and repent, and turn away from his fierce Anger 


chat we periſh not; altho* the preſent diſturber of 
our Peace, ſnhould be only ſent to correct and to try 
us a little, and when that is done, ſhould be driven 
out, yet, have we nothing afterwards to fear? Is 


there no other Inſtrument in the Hand of Divine 


Vengeance to chaſtiſe an harden'd People, whom 
neither Corrections can awaken, nor Mercies win? 


Tes, even we can be our oun Dettroyers ; and I 


know no Judgment more ſevere, than to leave ſuch 


a Neople to themſel ce... 
Ix we would not have that Liberty taken from 
us, which we have miſerably abuſed, and turned 


into a ſhameleſs Licenciouſneſs; if we would not > 


have our Candleſtick. removed, and the Light of 
the Goſpel, which hath ſhone ſo long and ſo glo- 
rious among us, extinguiſhed; if we would not 
kave thoſe Riches, in which we have wonted at ſo 
Wild a rate, rent away by a band of Robbers and 
Cut throats; if we would not have that Peace and 


Security, in which we have corrupted ourſelves, and 


ſettled upon the Lees of National and habitual 
Vices,#to tally, ſubyerted by a laſting War, and 
the moſt miſerahle Confuſion, and put under an im- 
poſſibility of being ever reſtored, but by abſolute 


Slavery. Let us, in the Name of Gop, repent, and 
let our King, our Nobility, our Biſhops, our Gcn- 


try, and Clergy lead the way. Their Example will 

work powerfully on the lower ranks of Men, pro- 
vided 1t ſhines with due Luſtre in their Converſa- 
tions, in their Actions, in the Church, and at the 


Altar. So ſhall we once again become ſuch a Peo- 
ple, as God may delight to bleſs and dwell with. 


Then ſhall the Lord of Hoſts, and the God of Bat - 


tles go out with our Armies, and give us new Creſſy's, 


and Aencouris, and Blenbeim 3. Then Mall the 
Winds and the Storms make. new Alliances with 


Our 2 
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our Fleets, to ruin thoſe of our Invaders; No Ene- 


| my ſhall be able to diſturb us at home, nor reſiſt us 


abroad ; and the many bleſſings we have long en- 
Joyed, and had almoſt forfeited by our ingratitude, 
ſhall be entailed on us and our our Poſterity, until 


vue ceaſe to inſure them to ourſelves, by our Piety 
and Vertue. 


I xxow there are few People who care to be 
troubled with ſuch Thoughts astheſe ; and of thoſe 
few who will bear with me thus far, forme will be 
offended and others will make a jeſt of what I have 
ſaid; but I ſpeak in the cauſe of God and my 
Country, and as I know every good Man muſt 
think and ſpeak as I have done, ſo I ſhall little Re- 
gard cither the Scoffs of Atheiſtical Fools, or the 


* of overwhining and * Men. 
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